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Illinois anglers have long been

guardians of our state s aquatic

resources. Maintaining the qual-

ity of our fisheries depends on

all of us.

To insure good fishing will be

available for years to come,

anglers must team with law

enforcement officers and fishery

biologists to conserve and protect the great fishing in

Illinois.

Because of your efforts, Illinois can boast about the

quality of its fishing now and for years to come.

Thanks for your continued cooperation and support.

Rod Blagojevich

Governor
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The 2005 ILLINOIS FISHING
INFORMATION booklet represents
an up-to-date summary of fishing
regulations in Illinois written in non-
legal, informative terms to explain
the intent of the FISH AND AQUAT-
IC LIFE CODE (Chapter 515, Illinois
Compiled Statutes). Also, the book-
let presenets SITE SPECIFIC REG-
ULATIONS organized by water area.

In emergency situations, SITE SPE-
CIFIC REGULATIONS for a particular water area may
change in accordance with provisions of the Emergency
Rule. Any changes to SITE SPECIFIC REGULATIONS
for a particular water area are posted at the site, DNR and
I FISH ILLINOIS websites and published in the
Departments Outdoor Illinois magazine.

In addition, copies of the emergency changes or answers
to any questions, may be obtained by contacting any
Fisheries Program, District or Regional Offices or by writ-
ing the Department of Natural Resources, Division of
Fisheries, One Natural Resources Way, Springfield, IL
62702-1271.

Joel Brunsvold
Director
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Statewide Sportfishing Regulations are enforced in addition to each area s Site Specific Regulations

WATER AREA FISH SPECIES
OR GROUP

SITE SPECIFIC
REGULATIONS

WATER AREA FISH SPECIES
OR GROUP

SITE SPECIFIC
REGULATIONS

Harrisburg New City Reservoir, City of Harrisburg (Saline County)
All Fish 2 Pole and Line Fishing Only (1)
Channel Catfish 6 Fish Daily Creel Limit
Striped, White, or Hybrid

Striped Bass 17" Minimum Length Limit
Striped, White, or Hybrid

Striped Bass (16) 3 Fish Daily Creel Limit

Heidecke Lake, Heidecke Lake State Fish and Wildlife Area (Grundy County)
Recreational Use Restrictions . . Heidecke Lake shall be closed to

all fishing and boat traffic except for legal waterfowl hunters from
10 days prior to duck season through the day before duck season
and is closed to all fishing during waterfowl season commencing
with regular duck season through the close of the Canada goose
and regular duck season (44); All live bait in excess of 8 must be
rigged with a quick set rig (45)

All Fish 2 Pole and Line Fishing Only (1)
Channel Catfish 6 Fish Daily Creel Limit
Large or Smallmouth Bass 15" Minimum Length Limit
Large or Smallmouth Bass (14). 3 Fish Daily Creel Limit
Striped, White, or Hybrid

Striped Bass (16) 10 Creel/3 Fish 17" or Longer Daily (17)
Walleye, Sauger, or Hybrid

Walleye 16" Minimum Length Limit
Walleye, Sauger, or Hybrid

Walleye (14) 3 Fish Daily Creel Limit

Helmbold Slough (Calhoun County)
Recreational Use Restrictions Waterfowl Refuge or Hunting Area (19)

Hennepin Canal-Mainline & Feeder, Hennepin Canal Parkway S.P.
(Multiple Counties)

All Fish 2 Pole and Line Fishing Only (1) (13)
Large or Smallmouth Bass 14" Minimum Length Limit
Trout Fall Closed Season (10)
Trout Spring Closed Season (11)

Hennepin-Hopper Lakes, The Wetlands Initiative (Putnam County)
Recreational Use Restrictions . . All live bait in excess of 8" must be

rigged with a quick set rig (45)
All Fish 2 Pole and Line Fishing Only (1)
Black, White, or Hybrid

Crappie 9" Minimum Length Limit
Black, White or Hybrid

Crappie (15) 25 Fish Daily Creel Limit
Channel Catfish 6 Fish Daily Creel Limit
Large or Smallmouth Bass 15" Minimum Length Limit
Large or Smallmouth Bass (14) . 3 Fish Daily Creel Limit
Pure Muskellunge 42" Minimum Length Limit
Walleye, Sauger or Hybrid

Walleye 18" Minimum Length Limit
Walleye, Sauger or Hybrid

Walleye (14) 3 Fish Daily Creel Limit

Herrin Lake #1, City of Herrin (Williamson County)
All Fish 2 Pole and Line Fishing Only (1)
Channel Catfish 6 Fish Daily Creel Limit
Large or Smallmouth Bass 15" Minimum Length Limit
Large or Smallmouth Bass (14). 3 Fish Daily Creel Limit

Herrin Lake #2, City of Herrin (Williamson County)
All Fish 2 Pole and Line Fishing Only (1)
Channel Catfish 6 Fish Daily Creel Limit
Large or Smallmouth Bass 15" Minimum Length Limit
Large or Smallmouth Bass (14). 3 Fish Daily Creel Limit

Hidden Springs State Forest Ponds, Hidden Springs State Forest
(Shelby County)

All Fish 2 Pole and Line Fishing Only (1)
Bluegill or Redear Sunfish (14) . 10 Fish Daily Creel Limit
Channel Catfish 6 Fish Daily Creel Limit
Large or Smallmouth Bass 18" Minimum Length Limit
Large or Smallmouth Bass (14). 1 Fish Daily Creel Limit

Highland Old City Lake, City of Highland (Madison County)
All Fish 2 Pole and Line Fishing Only (1)
Channel Catfish 6 Fish Daily Creel Limit
Trout Fall Closed Season (10)

Hillsboro Old City Lake, City of Hillsboro (Montgomery County)
All Fish 2 Pole and Line Fishing Only (1)
Channel Catfish 6 Fish Daily Creel Limit
Large or Smallmouth Bass 12-15" Slot Length Limit (3)

Homer Guthrie Pond - Eldon Hazlet State Park, State of Illinois
(Clinton County)

All Fish 2 Pole and Line Fishing Only (1)
Channel Catfish 6 Fish Daily Creel Limit
Bluegill or Redear Sunfish (14) . 10 Fish Daily Creel Limit
Large or Smallmouth Bass 18" Minimum Length Limit
Large or Smallmouth Bass (14) . 1 Fish Daily Creel Limit

Homer Lake, Champaign County Forest Preserve District
(Champaign County)

All Fish 2 Pole and Line Fishing Only (1)
Bluegill or Redear Sunfish 8" Minimum Length Limit
Bluegill or Redear Sunfish (14) . 10 Fish Daily Creel Limit
Channel Catfish 6 Fish Daily Creel Limit
Large or Smallmouth Bass 14" Minimum Length Limit

Hormel Pond, Donnelley State Fish and Wildlife Area (Bureau County)
All Fish 2 Pole and Line Fishing Only (1) (5)
Channel Catfish 6 Fish Daily Creel Limit
Large or Smallmouth Bass 14" Minimum Length Limit

Horseshoe Lake-Alexander Co., Horseshoe Lake Cons. Area
(Alexander County)

Recreational Use Restriction . . . Only trolling motors will be allowed
in the refuge from October 15 through March 1.

All Fish 2 Pole and Line Fishing Only (1) (5)
Channel Catfish 6 Fish Daily Creel Limit
Large or Smallmouth Bass 14" Minimum Length Limit

Horseshoe Lake-Madison Co., Horseshoe Lake State Park
(Madison County)

Recreational Use Restrictions Waterfowl Refuge or Hunting Area (33)
All Fish 2 Pole and Line Fishing Only (1)(28)(36)
Large or Smallmouth Bass 15" Minimum Length Limit
Large or Smallmouth Bass (14). 3 Fish Daily Creel Limit
White, Black, or Hybrid

Crappie (15) 25 Fish Daily Creel Limit

NOTE: EXPLANATIONS FOR NUMBERS CONTAINED IN PARENTHESIS ARE FOUND ON PAGES 9 AND 10
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